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Small cars and diesel registrations fuel new car market in 2007
· 2007 market up 2.5 per cent at 2,404,007 units, private demand holds firm.
· Fuel-efficient diesel models take record share, 40.2 per cent or 967,436 units, 'supermini' and small family cars also post growth, up 17,729 and 25,084 units respectively.
· Average new car CO2 figure drops again, down 1.4 per cent year on year to 164.9 g/km, a fall of 13.1 per cent since 1997 (see special analysis – page 2).
'Last year, demand for new cars was stronger than many had predicted,' said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive. 'There is little sign that the US credit crisis or rising fuel prices have affected demand and we foresee only limited changes through 2008. The UK economy currently remains resilient and the new car market is ultra-competitive. Car makers will continue to fight hard for every sale and consumers will benefit from unprecedented choice and excellent deals.'
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Notes:

At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe's largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century. Technological innovation has helped car and CV manufacturers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles. New diesel cars for example emit 95 per cent less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 has been cut by 13.1 per cent since 1997.

Each vehicle made in Britain requires half the energy to produce than it did just five years ago, saving an estimated 700,000 tonnes of CO2 a year. Total combined waste to landfill down by more than half, from 80,399 tonnes in 2000 to 39,862 tonnes in 2006.  For more details, download SMMT's eighth annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT web site www.smmt.co.uk/publications.
Focus on CO2 - new car performance improves again in 2007

· Emissions down 13.1 per cent since 1997, from 189.8 to 164.9 g/km (grams per kilometre) saving an estimated one million tonnes CO2 each year.

· 1.4 per cent reduction in average new car CO2 2007 v 2006 market.
· Reduction follows move to diesel, small cars and, more recently, growth in alternatively fuelled vehicles, up from 9,439 units in 2006 to 16,640 in 2007.
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· The number of new cars registered with sub-120g/km CO2 emissions rose to 5.3 per cent - the highest ever level - more than two and half times the rate recorded in 2002. 
· The share of the market under 140g/km reached 23.3 per cent in 2007, almost six times the rate recorded in 1997. 
· The drive to diesel has helped fuel the drop in average new car CO2. In 2000, the new car diesel market numbered just 303,925 units. By the end of 2007 it had reached 967,436 units, a threefold increase.
'This is further evidence of the progress made by car makers in driving down CO2,' said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive. 'The industry will continue to invest in the technologies that bring greener cars to market, and is committed to working in partnership with government and other stakeholders through initiatives like ActOnCO2, to drive home greener motoring messages to our customers.' 
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